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Adherence to International Commitments as a Principle in International Jurisprudence*

Muhammad Sadiq Mohsenzadeh **

Abstract

One of the basic principles discussed in international jurisprudence is adherence to international commitments.
According to Islam, this principle is considered to be one of the noblest human virtues as well as an essential condition
of iman (faith) which, if breached, would amount to disbelief and faithlessness. Muslims are obliged to comply with
this principle even in their encounter with non-Muslims.

There are certain verses in the Quran such as the verse 1 of chapter al-Maedah where the Quran says "O you who
believe! fulfill the obligations” and there are also narrations one of which is the famous tradition from the Prophet (S)
who said: "Muslims are on (i.e. stick to) their conditions” which clearly denotes that one should remain committed to
the conditions and agreements. The Holy Prophet's foreign policy and that of the Commander of the Faithful, Imam
Ali (AS) are clear evidence of the necessity of complying with this principle.
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